Bilingual
Kindergarten
A Mandarin-English dual language
program to support cultural fluency

As the parent of a soon-to-be
kindergartner, you want to support
your child’s academic and emotional
growth at this crucial stage of their
development. That might mean you
are considering a holistic approach
to learning, where your child is
encouraged to grow academically,
socially, emotionally, and physically.
Or, you might be considering how
your child’s learning environment is
shaping their worldview.

At the kindergarten level, many parents
are concerned not only about if their
child will perform well academically,
but if they will thrive socially. As they
become more independent, how will
they navigate through new social
situations? And how are they being
emotionally equipped for success?
Dual language programs offer
young learners the opportunity to
grow academically and socially in an
intercultural community. Optimizing

your child’s natural curiosity, successful
programs can guide students to
language and cultural fluency in
a nurturing, but rigorous learning
environment.
Whether you’re specifically looking for
a bilingual program or a cross-cultural
learning experience that is going to
teach them to care deeply for the world
and its people, YCIS Silicon Valley offers
you support as your child develops the
life skills they need to find success.

Learn with joy.
Grow with empathy.

Explore with confidence.
At YCIS, students are known by name and
nurtured in an intimate, caring community
that is optimized for meaningful learning.
Here, children are seen, heard, and
understood as they explore newfound
skills with confidence.
Starting in kindergarten, students get to
experience the best of Eastern and Western
traditions as they develop a love of language
and culture. An emphasis is placed on social
responsibility and making the world a better
place through age-appropriate activities. The
goal is for students to maintain a grounded

sense of self as they discover inner and outer
connectedness, or the feeling of belonging to
something that is larger than oneself.
With six campuses located in China and
the United States, YCIS offers the benefits
of being part of an international school
network with a shared mission and
philosophy. YCIS Silicon Valley is a tightknit family oriented community. Our class
sizes are small by design and meet in
classrooms that offer structured, safe, and
kind environments where students grow
into purposeful individuals.

A learning community where

your child
will thrive
If you enter a kindergarten classroom at YCIS Silicon Valley,
you won’t find students sitting in rows of desks from 8:15
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Instead, you’ll observe creative teachers
investing their time and talents to create a healthy learning
community where students grow in confidence.

As a kindergartner, your child will find:
• An atmosphere of respect and safety
• Welcoming classmates who become lifelong friends
• Caring teachers who foster creativity
• Stimulating classrooms that encourage curiosity and exploration
• Opportunities to develop their unique gifts and talents
As a parent, you will find:
• A safe and caring environment for your child
• Supportive teachers who partner with you
in your child’s education

•
•
•

Exceptional before and after school care
Family activities and community events
Opportunities to connect with other parents
in our learning community

“We chose YCIS for its excellent bilingual education. We love how our oldest son
learned to read in English and Chinese while making many new friends in Kindergarten.
It is important for our boys to connect to their heritage and think about things from
different points of view. At YCIS, you get the best of the USA and China all in one place.”
- STUART EICHERT AND LUCY LI

bilingual

Growing
world learners and leaders

At the kindergarten level, students begin language studies with traditional Chinese and
receive daily instruction from English and Mandarin speaking teachers who work together
to craft an effective bilingual learning experience. Lessons are designed to encourage
students to be flexible, open-minded thinkers. In 1st grade, students have the option to
learn traditional or simplified Chinese.

Courses taught in English:
•
•
•
•

Math
Science
Social Studies
Language Arts

English and Mandarin teachers
co-teach (Bilingual):
•
•
•

Morning Meeting
East Meets West
Social-Emotional Learning

Courses taught in Mandarin:
•

Chinese Studies (language and culture)

East Meets West
At YCIS, language learning extends beyond vocabulary to include understanding of
other cultures and worldviews. In East Meets West class, students explore, contrast
and compare Eastern and Western perspectives, values and cultures through
creative bilingual projects. Co-taught bilingually by English and Mandarin-speaking
teaching partners, students work towards language and cultural fluency in activities
that support their other studies, such as going on a nature walk to collect samples for
a science project, or creating a bilingual skit to demonstrate a character trait.

A day in the life of a

kindergartner

Below is a sample of what a typical day might look like for a kindergarten
student at YCIS. The school day runs from 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Parents who are interested in additional care can enroll
their child in our extended day program.

Morning
• Math
• Language Arts (English)
• Snack & Recess
• Chinese Studies
Lunch & Recess
Students have the option
to bring their lunch or
parents may choose to
order hot lunches for
their children through the
school’s catering service.

Afternoon
• Chinese Studies
• Enrichment Classes
• Specials
• Recess
Specials
• Music
• Violin
• P.E.
• Art
• East Meets West
• Social-Emotional

The Yew Chung Arts and
Language Program (YALP) offers
extended care each school day
from 3:15 to 6:00 p.m. YALP offers:

•
•

Homework support

•
•
•

Outdoor play

•

Enrichment Classes*,
including sports, arts,
science, drama, and more

•

Summer Camps

Learning (SEL)

* Enrichment Classes are offered by third-party instructors or vendors
for an additional fee.

Extended Day Program

Educational activities in Chinese
to support language learning
Snack time
Optional teacher-led
extracurricular classes

&

The benefit of
an international school.

The feeling of a close-knit community.

Come and

see for yourself
if YCIS Silicon Valley
is a good match for
your family.
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2
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Request a virtual meeting or tour.

Schedule a chat with Admissions or join a virtual event by registering with our
inquiry form, contact us at (650) 903 0986 or email admissions@sv.ycef.com.
Come prepared with questions about YCIS and our kindergarten program.

Complete the application online.

Use our seamless online application to apply by January 31.*
All supplementary documents should be submitted by February 8.

Step into community

Acceptance letters will be emailed on March 18.
We look forward to welcoming you to YCIS!
* Kindergartners must be five years old by September 1.

Yew Chung International School of Silicon Valley
310 Easy Street
Mountain View, CA 94043

Jennifer Chapa
Head of Admissions
Tel: (650) 903 0986
Email: admissions@sv.ycef.com

