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WHY BILINGUAL EDUCATION?
WHAT MAT TERS
PERCEPTION

Bilingual students are
better at observing their
surroundings, filtering
irrelevant information and
focusing on what’s relevant.

Bilingual brains have
denser grey matter,
which is associated
with increased
intellect, especially
in areas of language,
memory and attention.

OU T WI T, OU T P L AY

Students learning more
than one language generally
outperform their monolingual
counterparts academically.

QUICK THINKING
WORLD VIEWS

Proficiency in another
language and culture gives
students a truly global outlook
and cultivates appreciation and
respect for others.

Bilingual students have
an improved “executive
function,” key in planning,
problem-solving and
performing mentally
demanding tasks.

WHY LEARN MANDARIN?
CROSS-CULTUR AL
APPRECIATION

Understanding the rich culture,
philosophy and traditions of a 5,000
year old civilization provides a new
perspective of the world.

BRAIN BOOST

MORE THAN
WORDS

Speaking Mandarin
activates both sides
of the brain and
supports musical
pitch perception.

Learn new songs,
stories, poems,
dances and customs
while mastering
a language.

MORE CONVERSATION
FUTURE CAREER ADVANTAGE
Relatively few Americans speak
Mandarin making it a unique and
sought-after skill in the workforce.

Mandarin is the most popular
first language in the world,
spoken by over 1 billion people
and 1/5 of the global population.

WHY YCIS?
With the unique opportunity to learn and grow in a bilingual,
multicultural community, your YCIS student forever enjoys
the benefits of:

LANGUAGE AND
CULTURAL FLUENCY

By learning two world
languages simultaneously,
your child becomes a flexible,
open thinker with sharp
communication skills.

WHOLE-PERSON
EDUCATION

YCIS students develop
compassion, empathy and
a strong moral compass,
becoming outstanding
academic performers and
outstanding human beings.

CREATIVE PATH
TO LEADERSHIP

Our low student-to-teacher
ratio and small group learning
style will encourage your child
to grow creatively through
arts and music, developing
individual talents and
leadership skills.

SENSE OF SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
At YCIS, your child will learn to
care deeply for the world and
its people. YCIS students think
beyond themselves and uphold
a legacy of service more than
85 years in the making.

RESPECT FOR COMMUNITY

YCIS families and faculty come
together to create a welcoming
community that helps children
grow into purposeful, intentional
individuals, united on campus
and around the globe.

INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVE AND
COMPETITIVE EDGE

Blending eastern and western language, cultures and world-views,
YCIS students gain the skills
needed to adapt and succeed
as globally aware citizens.

PRESCHOOL
I N S P I R I N G C U R I O S I T Y,
CREATIVITY AND DISCOVERY

Working as a team, English and Mandarin co-teachers create
a joyful, hands-on learning environment full of wonder and
exploration. In our bilingual inquiry-based approach to learning,
children ask questions, investigate and experiment to find out
about the world.

Preschoolers learn what
it means to be a friend,
to include others, to
consider others’ point
of view, to share,
to collaborate and
problem-solve together.

Through play
and exploration,
preschoolers from
ages 2 to 5 develop
interpersonal and
problem-solving skills
that are critical for
future success.

Inside and out, our
preschool spaces are
made for hands-on,
engaging, thoughtprovoking, brain-building
learning that delights
the senses and
inspires creativity.

Inspired by their curiosity about cars, prekindergartners transformed their classroom
into an auto body shop with a gas station.
They used cardboard boxes and other
materials to set up gas pumps and tool
stations, write signs and price lists, make
credit card readers, and even designed
their own personalized credit cards to
use while playing.

Preschool teachers bring
children’s questions to life by
reflecting on what students
know and providing a wide
variety of ways to dig deeper,
explore further and challenge
their learning in two languages
simultaneously.

Through modeling,
role play and practice,
children develop the
skills to express their
thoughts and opinions
and manage their own
feelings and actions.

Deepen their
understanding of the
world through real world
applications of math,
science and social
studies and crossdisciplinary projects.

Acquire strong
literacy and
communication
skills in two
world languages.

Learn what it means to
live character traits by
helping others through
service projects.

Investigating immigration from an East-West
perspective, third graders researched the
history of immigrants in their family trees,
re-enacted Ellis Island immigration stations
for schoolmates and parents to experience,
and visited Angel Island to see evidence of
Chinese and other immigrants who entered in
the West.

Express themselves
creatively through
art and music.

Develop critical thinking
and problem-solving skills
through a challenging
curriculum.

Expand their
horizons by
exploring
international
cultures, customs
and perspective.

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
BUILDING LIFE SKILLS AND
DISCOVERING PERSONAL PASSIONS

In kindergarten through fifth grade, children develop their sense of
identity, build foundations of skills they will carry through life and
learn how to be caring and compassionate citizens. Supported by
their teachers and parents, they forge a path to becoming people
of character and confidence who strive to make a difference in our
global world.

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
GROWING CONFIDENT AND
COMPASSIONATE LEADERS

At YCIS, middle school is all about leading, learning, stepping up,
taking a chance and finding what you love. Students pursue their
passions, express their voices, and build meaningful relationships
as they gain independence and confidence. On a small K-8 campus,
middle schoolers are the natural leaders and role models for
younger students.

Develop problem-solving,
creative thinking and
collaboration skills
through STEAM projects
and authentic applications
of math and science.

Middle schoolers wrote, scored and designed
a bilingual puppet show, then took it into the
community to share with a broader audience.
Ingenuity, collaboration and leadership at
their best!

Investigate world
history and social
issues in humanities
with project-based
inquiries.
Build confidence
in social-emotional
and executive
functioning skills
with personal support
from a mentor.

Extend personal
interests with
independent
passion projects.
Achieve a high proficiency
in Mandarin and a deep
connection to the culture
and contribution of
Chinese civilization
to the world.

Initiate service and
community projects
to help others
while growing their
leadership skills.

Enjoy creative
expression and
movement through
art, music and
physical education.

YCIS AT A GL A N CE
The gift of a bilingual education opens doors to future possibilities.
As a YCIS student, your child will become a compassionate,
bilingual world learner and leader.

OUR STUDENTS
•
•
•

235+ students from age 2 through Grade 8
Most students do not speak Mandarin as a primary home language
Graduates have attended top private and public secondary schools
such as: Harker, Castilleja, Nueva, Woodside Priory, Sacred Heart,
Valley Christian, King’s Academy, ‘Iolani School, Hawaii Preparatory
Academy, Los Altos High School and Palo Alto High School

OUR FACULTY
•
•
•

YCIS teachers are experienced, passionate educators who are native
speakers of either English or Mandarin
60% of K-8 teachers have advanced degrees
100% of teachers engage in ongoing professional development

OUR PROGRAM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inquiry-based, dual-immersion preschool program features YCIS’s
Co-Teaching Model
Core academic subjects taught in English in K-8
Intensive Chinese Language and Cultures Studies with choice to
learn traditional or simplified Chinese
Violin, orchestra and choir with two recital concerts annually
Emphasis on character development, social-emotional learning
and service
Art and physical education round out a balanced curriculum
Special events and house and buddy systems connect students
across grades
Local and international field trips such as the 5th Grade Class Trip to
China take learning beyond the classroom
Summer camps and after-school enrichment classes extend students’
interests and skills

OUR HISTORY
YCIS Silicon Valley opened its doors in Mountain View in 2002. Part
of the YCIS family of international schools, YCIS Silicon Valley is a
501(c)(3) non-profit school accredited by the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC). Founded in the 1932 in Hong Kong, YCIS
schools have grown from a pioneering early childhood program into a
worldwide network of international schools serving thousands of nursery
through secondary students in Hong Kong, mainland China and Silicon
Valley, USA.

GI VE Y O U R C H I L D E A S T A N D W E S T.
CREATIV E A N D A N A LY T I C A L .
CONF ID E N C E A N D P E R S P E C T I V E .
GI VE T H E M W H AT I T TA K E S T O S UCCE E D
AS A G LO B ALLY AWA R E C I T I Z EN OF OUR W ORLD.

Beijing

Qingdao

Chongqing

Silicon Valley
Shanghai

Hong Kong

YCIS Silicon Valley
We invite you to learn more about YCIS Silicon Valley
Explore our website • Visit us for tour • Follow us on Facebook
Main Campus: 310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043
Preschool Campus: 199 East Middlefield Road, Mountain View, CA 94043
650.903.0986

www.ycis-sv.com

