
  

 
 

Preschool Practice Guidance for Emergent Curriculum 
 
Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage of the United Kingdom1 and the California Preschool 
Learning Foundations2 provide practice guidance for our preschool teachers as they design learning opportunities 
for a curriculum that emerges from students’ interests and inquiries. Preschool teachers pay particular attention to 
ensuring students grow in all seven areas of learning.  
 
The following is excerpted from Development Matters and provides an overview of the whole child development 
approach we embrace at YCIS.   
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage is guided by four Principles: 
 

A Unique Child – every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured. 
 
Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  
 
Enabling Environments – children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and 
parents and carers. 
 
Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways.  

 
Seven Areas of Learning and Development for children from birth to five years have been defined: 
 
The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment – playing and exploring, active 
learning, and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning and development across all areas and support 
the child to remain an effective and motivated learner. 
 
The Seven Areas of Learning and Development are all interconnected. They include: 
  
Prime Areas are fundamental, work together, and move through to support development in all other 
areas.  

§ Personal, Social, and Emotional Development  
§ Physical Development  
§ Communication and Language 

 
Specific Areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. 

§ Literacy  
§ Mathematics 
§ Understanding the World 
§ Expressive Arts and Design 

 

                                                
1 Development Matters: https://www.early-education.org.uk/sites/default/files/Development Matters in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage - FINAL.pdf 
2 California Preschool Foundations: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundations.asp 


